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ME OF “THE CASE OF THE MAGAZINES WELL, IF IT 
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BORDER ON A BICYCLE GOT AWAY! 

A SACK OVER HiS 


HMMM... REMINDS | eee | YOU SHOULD READ MORE 


BUT IT WAS JUST 
FULL OF SAND 


THE TAR MONSTER WAS 
A PHONY--COOKED UP BY 
THE CURATOR AND 
HIS HENCHMENS 
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UNDERSTAND! i OF TAR--ENOUGH 
TO HIDE THE 
CURATOR! A 
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THEM AWAY! 


YEAH, LIKE ALL 
THIEVES--THEY USED 
THE SAME SCAM UNTIL 
THEY GOT CAUGHT 
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In our third weekly Bellefire column, we chat to Ciara $ our launch for Perfect Bliss in Ireland and it was 

quite funny because it was the first time everyone 
Before we go on stage we have a Bellefire Pinkie had been there to see us. It was quite nerve- 
which is when we interlock our little fingers, come wracking as our family and friends were watching 
together and have a big kiss- You feel the vibe off You want to give it 110% when they are there 
everyone and it makes you feel that everyone is in 


this together. It's a nice thing going on stage It was in Japan and we were performing on this 
knowing we are all feeling the same way tropical island, well, it was supposed to be tropical 
but we brought the Irish weather with us, so it was » | went to the Tina Turner concert in Dublin last year 
We played to 200,000 people at a New Year's Eve stormy and rainy. We went on stage wearing It was brilliant. | knew all the songs as my dad was 
show at the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin. It was dresses and the breeze took them up around our a big fan of hers when I was little. We supported 
broadcast on German television as well ears. It was so embarrassing. Everyone in the Destiny's Child in Dublin as well. When | was on 
audience had their cameras flashing! It was a live stage | had a tag on my mike which said Beyonce 


When you know all the faces, it's harder. We had broadcast, they will probably never invite us back! | was like: "Cool!" They were fantastic 
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PICTURES: KIM KYUNG-HOON/REUTERS. EPA. PA 
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Square is the shape of the future, 

according to Sainsbury's — the first firm to 
put an end to round cans! Starting with 
own-label soups and baked beans, these 

new square tins will appear on the 
supermarket's shelves within the next six 
months. "When you think about it, 
everything else in a supermarket is square — 
the trolleys, baskets, boxes, even the lorries 
which transport our food - so surely square 
cans make a lot of sense," Sainsbury's 
packaging innovation manager Terry Robins 
says. "We will be able to fit 20% more square 
cans on our shelves than round ones, and our 
customers will be able to save a lot of space in kitchen cupboards." 


China's third unmanned spacecraft landed safely in Inner Mongolia after six days in orbit. The 
Shenzhou III returned to Earth earlier this month and has been described by Chinese officials as 
"technically suitable for 

astronauts." China is keen to | ETNE 

become the third nation to put : 
humans in space, behind the 
former Soviet Union and America 
The test flight carried a dummy 
human covered in sensors, that 
monitored oxygen levels and 
temperature, which are crucial for 
human survival. China claims that 
the first taikonaut [as opposed to 
a Russian cosmonaut and an 
American astronaut] will be sent 
up in Shenzhou IV or V, possibly 
next year. The long-term goal is to 
put humans on the moon by 2010 
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Answer from Dr Robert Mass 
from the Royal Observatory 
Greenwich. www.rog.nmm.ac 


If you have a question for 
Brainbox, write to: Brainb 
The Funday Times, PO Bo 
495, London E98 1S or e- 
brainbox@sunday-times.co, 
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Miranda Nugent takes a look at the new London musical starring a famous flying car — it's Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 


In 1968, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, 
the story about a flying car and 
its inventor, arrived on the big 
screen. The hugely popular movie 
- which was made in London - 
was Originally a novel by James 
Bond creator lan Fleming before 
being adapted for the silver 
screen by Roald Dahl - the 
famous children's author. 
Now, 35 years later, Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang has become the most 
lavish musical ever to be staged 
in London's West End. The show, 
which has cost £6.2miilion, will 
receive its world premiere at the 
London Palladium on Tuesday. 
Producer Michael Rose began the 
project back in 1993 and from the 
start he felt huge pressure to 
make the show speciai. “We have 
to deliver a movie on stage, try to 

fulfil everyone's expectations and give something extra because this is a live 

theatrical experience,” he says 

To create a top show, a top cast is vital. Musical veteran Michael Ball leads 

the way as the inventor Caractacus Potts. Other cast members include 

Richard O'Brien as the creepy child-catcher and 18-year-old Emma Will 

who makes her West End stage debut as Truly Si 


+ 


amazing spark between her and Michael Ball on stage. You genuinely 
believe that these two fall in love." 

Emma was flabbergasted when she won her role and admits that it hasn't 
sunk in yet. "It's incredible," she tells Funday. "I'm 18 and I'm the leading 
lady in my West End debut - in a world premiere production at the London 
Palladium. This kind of thing just doesn't happen.” 

Emma has been through nine gruelling weeks of rehearsals, and she's now 
eager for the curtain to rise on the dazzling production. “I can't wait for the 
opening night now," she laughs. "I don't get nervous, just excited!" 

Emma loves playing her character, Truly. "It's great to play someone who is 
so different from me," she says. "And | get to wear a great variety of 
costumes - from leathers and goggles to pretty frocks and wicked wigs, 
though | had to cut my hair to fit them on." 

Emma has also had to get used to dogs because she co-stars with 10 of them 
on stage. "I'm scared of dogs, but I'm more scared of Richard O'Brien,” she 
admits. "In full costume and make-up he is much more scary than the 
original child-catcher from the film!" 

The highlight of the show is without doubt the 6m long Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang, which weighs 1.5 tonnes. The car is an exact replica of the movie 
original and, of course, it flies! "The Broccoli family, who own the stage 
rights, said they would only ever go forward with the project if the car could 
fly and not just over the stage, but over the audience too," says Michael. 
"It's not been easy getting Chitty to fly," he sighs. "We saw the initial 
designs last April and we've had an enormous amount of people involved to 
get her in the air." Chitty doesn't just fly, either. She turns into a hovercraft, 
she's chased on the sea by a big ship, and she sprouts helicopter blades 
allowing her to take off vertically! 

Emma finds flying around the theatre in the car quite petrifying. "I get 
severe vertigo," she shudders. "I was terrified the first time | went up and 
we do go very, very high. Chitty has behaved herself though — luckily!" 

And while it might be scary flying in the legendary car, according to Michael 
watching her go is "pure theatrical magic". 


For performance times go to www.chittythemusical.co.uk or call the London Palladium box-office on 0870 890 1108 


Look out for another top Funday feature next week! 
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Tee Fox Kids Cup 2002 reached its exciting final Altogether, 
stages in Barcelona last week, and Team UK - 40 teams of 
made up of 20 talented young footballers [10 boys | boys and girls 
and 10 girls] - put in a great performance Team UK from 20 different 
was selected via a series of trial matches, held in countries 
252 Asda car parks across the country, and before | converged in 
the exciting trip to Spain, the players took part ina | Barcelona for 
training day in London the nailbiting 
Fox Kids Cup 


Í finals. But before 
> the soccer action 
Í kicked off, 
everyone took 
part in an 
opening 
ceremony that 
saw the teams 

| parading their 

| national flags 
through the 
streets of the 
Spanish city 


1 =] The Team UK boys needed a victory against 

(J argentina to make it to the quarter finals, but 
unfortunately the South American side proved too 
strong. The UK lads put in a spirited performance 
and, despite facing some opponents who physically 
dwarfed them, the boys never gave up hope 


“{.{ When the final whistle blew, 
Argentina were leading 4-1, 
leaving the Team UK lads" hopes of 
holding the Fox Kids Cup in tatters 
Understandably, the team were 
upset after the huge amount of 
effort they had put in 


=> Wy, Funday joins young 
football teams from all 
Reig over the world in 


Barcelona for the final of 
the Fox Kids Cup 2002 


The players themselves didn't find the 
sf mixture of languages a problem. "We „p 
Í just use a sort of sign language, and it p 
seems to work okay," explained 11-year-old 
Hannah Forster, from Wigan : 


"It's sunny today but it was 
freezing cold during the 
Í opening ceremony yesterday,” 
recalled Team UK's Emily 
Hanson, 10, from Birmingham 
| "We walked with our flags and 


brigade of supporters. These Paraguayan 
parents had flown from the South American 
country to cheer on their children - and the air 

|) around the pitches was filled with chants and songs 
>> in.many different languages 


oe en the ceremony complete, it was time to get down to the Fox Kids Cup 

I chanted songs through the als themselves The skilful soccer action took place on the pitches of 
streets. Then we stopped and f INEF [National Physical Education Institute of Catalonia], which is next to 
they did the draw" [i Barcelona's Olympic Stadium. 
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“|The Fox t > [Team UK { S A F ‘11 After the victory, 

(Kids Cup : 8 certainly f ¥ t (41-year-old Tom : 4 
began in Latin > weren't i 5 Leech, from Nottingham, f d 
America in Í short on was obviously H- 

_ 1999, and so Í skills. During ~~ © delighted. "I think I'm 
there was a training, SSS © the loudest person on 


we © the team,” he yelled 


strong showing 
Te "it's brilliant, fantastic!" 


= from South and 
; Central 


Í warm-up, 
Í and their 
opening 


teil 


ie 


American |) matches, the i Seale gt ce 
countries % © boys and : — maine HE We started by playing 

Teams that . iii girls teams -=e , Yii Brazil, and they were “A 
made the long From the rest of the world, talented | showed why ; |) really good, they beat us 4-0. £ 3 -e 
journey to the teams from USA and Israel were joined they had T But then we played Mexico and 1 g "The whole trip's been really 
Barcelona [i at the sporting celebration by a European Í been chosen Í we beat them 4-1," said Jordan (1. exciting so far," said Rikardo 
finals were contingent from Poland, Spain, France, from the Bowes, 10, from Hull, after Team Reid, 12, from Birmingham, after 
Mexico, Turkey, Denmark, Germany, Romania, Italy, thousands UK Boys' first two matches. "So, fi : É ro = Team UK's victory over Denmark 
Paraguay, Netherlands and the UK The focus was on of kids who we're getting better and we've j 8 $ % "The lads out here are good, really 
Brazil, Peru, football, but during their time in Spain the had * § got Denmark next." The lads‘ Bes 4) friendly, although it's very mek 
Argentina, young soccer players; got to know teams | form continued to improve competitive. We've got Argentina 
Columbia, Chile from around the world, learning about their as, i | through the next match, when q next, and they're supposed to be 

and Bolivia cultures and traditioms iis they beat Denmark 11-2! © strong.” 


| “1 The squad knew that the Team 1 The disappointment was 
í fusa girls would be tough (13 short-lived though, and 
| opponents, and the semi-final was a Team UK enjoyed the rest of 
Í tough-tackling encounter. The Team UK their stay in Spain. The squad 
girls never gave up the match, but with supported the new friends they 
size on their side and an extremely had made during the final 
powerful team, the US girls proved to be matches. The eventual winners 
the stronger side, beating us 7-1 | were Team Israel boys [beating 
France 3-1] and Team USA girls 
[beating Paraguay 7-1] 


For full results of the Fox 
Kids Cup 2002, log on to 
www _foxkids.co uk 


1 Meanwhile, the Team UK girls 

made it through their group, 
beating Brazil [3-2], Mexico [6-1], 
Denmark [4-1] and drawing with 
Argentina [2-2]. "We're playing really 
well, and I hope we're going to win," 
smiled Kirstie Abbott, 12, from Leicester 
"We've got to beware of the USA girls, (LJ girls faced a nail-biting penalty shootout. The Peruvian goalie was 
though, because they really good. They strong, but Teann UK's Sophie Adamson proved to be even stronger, and 
scored 21 goals in two games." the girls finishedj 5-3 winners, taking them to the semi-final 


Travel and accommodation 


EE The quartterfinal against Peru saw no score at full time, and so the provided by Fox Kids 
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D. C. THOMSON & CO., LTD., 2002 


SPY VISION GOGGLES 00000 
If you're on a mission impossible, these goggles 
could help you out A must-have accessory for any 


KFC ICE AGE KIDS MEALS OQOQ00 
The finger-lickin'-chicken crew bring us new KFC 
Ice Age Kids Meals Choose from three chicken 


Digital cameras seem to get better and smaller all 
the time - and 


Wallace and Gromit, Chicken Run, 
and the birds from the fab new 

PG Tips ads, now have their own 
personal site — and about time too! 
Log on to keep up to date with 
new shows, characters and ads, as 
well as catching up with some of 
your old favourites. Post views, 
read news and even pick up tips on 
how to get into the animation 
industry. It's a model site! 


Snicket. Lemony Snicket is the 

author of the brilliant [but horrid!] 

A Series Of Unfortunate Events - 

books about the terrible 

misfortune of the three orphaned 

Baudelaire children. As a hermit 
‘aeons and a nomad, 

i anos Lemony Snicket 

i will be tough to 

i EE find. But there 

| 1E is a substantial 

} reward for the 

| one who 

reveals his 

| hiding place! 
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If you are a webhead and have 
discovered a great site, or have 

created one of your own, spin 
me a mail and tell me all about 
it on webby@sunday-times.co.uk 


OOOO 


‘the brand-new Digitaldream is no 


options, plus fries, drink and one cute and fluffy 
finger puppet from the animated Ice Age movie 
So, while you chill out with the tasty chicken meal, 
you can collect one of four lovable puppets 
[Manny the woolly mammoth, Diego the sabre- 
tooth tiger, Scrat, a 

half-squirrel and Sid the 

sloth]. The promotion runs 

until May 19 - and the 

puppets are seriously cute! 


locating enemies _ 


wannabe spy, these cool specs not only make you 
look the part, they work well too. The aviation- 
style goggles are gimmick packed - they have 
night-vision tinted lenses and shine two powerful 
beams of light up to 8m through the darkness Flip- 
up automatic light controls allow you to activate 
and de-activate in a flash - perfect for ~~ s 
and then hiding 

from them! 


exception. At just 55mm x 38mm x 14mm, the 
camera İs the size of a matchbox and is one of the 
smallest digital cameras in the world. Despite its 
size, it has an impressive array of features. It can 
store up to 80 low-res images, function as a 
webcam and also make short video clips. It is ,. 
and is compatible with both í 

PC and Mac. Plus, it costs 

just £39.99. Cool! 
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IN THE MIX 

Buzz! meets the girls from The 
Alice Band - Amy Lindop [aged 20, 
from Glasgow], Audrey Nugent 
[25, from Dublin] and Charity Hair 
[25, from America] as they prepare 
to release their latest single 

Hi girls, how did you get together? 
Charity: I'm from Florida originally, 
but I grew up watching English 
television and had always wanted to come and visit the UK. | came over 
to London about three years ago and met Amy by chance at a concert 
We got chatting and decided to do some music together 

Audrey: | was moving to London from Dublin and a friend of mine knew 
the two girls already so suggested we got together We then met up, 
and that was it really 


Cinjun [second right] and Remy Zero 


LOOKING SUPER 

Buzz! chats to Cinjun Tate from 
Remy Zero, the band behind the 
theme tune to Channel 4's 
fantastic Smallville 

Hi Cinjun, tell us about your 
unusual name. 

My mum got it from an old English 
novel and it's actually my middle 
name. My first name is August, 
after my dad's favourite 
playwright, August Strindberg. 
Maybe | should be writing novels 
or plays rather than songs! 

Did you write Save Me specifically 


Luther's hairstyle because it's the 


same as mine. He doesn't have any 
hair and neither do I! 

If you could step into anyone's shoes 
on Smallville, who would it be? 
Definitely Superman. | would love 
to be able to fly and have all those 
special powers. I'd use those 
powers for good deeds, like saving 
people from robbers and rescuing 
people from scary situations. Plus 
I'd get the chance to be Lois Lane's =; 
boyfriend, which would be a dream 
come true. 

We hear you're actually going to 
be starring in Smallville soon ... 
Well, | wouldn't say starring. The 
rest of the band and | will be 
appearing in a forthcoming 
episode, but we'll be playing 
ourselves. | think they want us to 
sing Save Me at a school disco or 
something. 

If anyone 

could play 
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@ Does it help the band that you are all from different places? be HPE TV @ 
Audrey: Yes, because we all bring something different. Charity brings a © eu esl eee JOT IN 
z (E Nope, it was on our album but the ® who would 
@ country feel, I'm a bit rocky and Amy is more folk. So, | suppose our = Arae : @ 
\ TV company liked it so much they you pick? ; 
ee songs are a Sanwa ped cone muiel > picked it for the theme tune. I'm I'd love g P] 
What is the new single, Now That You Love Me, all about? 2 a happy asout that becausé kober te. | ; 
Amy about being love with ages, thou e < is 
© sits age af soy Oe gh heer ry it's a great programme — very Niro to play a> = 
è feel the same. Eventually he tells her he loves her, but by that point she $ ai = “Ami vita aei EN A 
i aan CONVINGA she the —_ any - The gis bg Who's your favourite character? one of my a | ya 
E The video features you playing in a tiny glass room surrounded by W Lois Lane. i have a huge crush on favourite Lois, Clark and - 
hundreds of people - was it fun to make? bal her ekes aA RRd ee lex. e actors Tex in Smallville 
@ Amy: It was a bit of a nightmare, actually, as Audrey and, I had these es inant . enact e 
really high boots. Standing in those for 18 hours was not that comfortable! s EES gw 
The single, Now That You Love Me, is released tomorrow ° 
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I Can MovE too 
look - L Can follow 
You AYound on 
my long Sjem - 


Wow - a Talking f 
You're the Cleverest plant 
mmm \ve ever seen” 
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Send your e-mail to 
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DUNDEE RETURNS oo 


Universal is giving the writer of the star 
f-mail a JVC DVD player and 
a copy of the movie 


Dave Raj, 11, Reading 


ILLUSTRATION: JON STUART 


Send answers to all competitions § 
to us at 


Competition deadline: April 24 


Calling all canine 


aa : ARES lovers — the animated EPT 
F sn ee - DAH pooch movie All Dogs © a 
Go To Heaven is out (ERB Se 
) : on DVD and video on -7 
ng a April 22. : 
"t i p 


The heart-warming movie follows Charlie B Barkin, 
Sere ae 3 a lovable canine rogue who's been doing time in the 
a ? dog-pound for bad behaviour, With the help of his 
5 ti r palitchy, he escapes to discover that his previous 
partner-in-crime, Carface, has become rich. 
Carface wipes out Charlie, who ends up at 
heaven's pearly gates only to be turned away. 
So, Charlie returns to Earth and sets out to seek 
revenge on Carface ~ with entertaining results! 
5 m - Anchor Bay Entertainment and Aiwa have teamed 
: : À up to offer one winner an Aiwa HT-DV90 DVD 
aSa - Cinema Surround Sound System, and a copy of the 
movie on DVD. Four runners-up will get an Aiwa XD-DV480.DVD player 
and a DVD copy of the movie. 
Plds, 20 runners-up will each receive 


- A sZ 4209 Pt na 43 po = So -2 To enter, tell us the name of 
3 t R ; Geri Halliwell's dog. 


Mark your entry 

BARKING and send it, 

with your name, age 

and address, to the 

competition address 
TF above. 


To find your local 
Aiwa stockist, call 

0870 168 900 or visit 
` www.aiwa.co.uk 
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Dear f-mail, 

t think the debate about Why go ee 
lowering the age you can oo ae : ste a pa 
have a car is a really bad idea. E ; drivers? 

A lot of people I know have RA Because they 
said they wouldn't have the 3 know all the 
confidence to drive at 16 and ; ie o> (Sal shortcuts. 
most accidents involve e i wie ree : 

younger people. Lowering the Ree 2 X What did the sea 
age limit would cause more g say to the 
pollution and less people . E beach? 
would choose to walk if they ee a h eee Nothing it just 
could drive instead. If gave a little 
anything, the age limit should sain wave. 

go up. What do other readers Cot eS ee 

think? ; Melissa Nagle, 8, 
Laura Bland, Thwing Wilton 
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TYPICAL — JUST WHEN I TAKE 
THE LEAD I HAVE To MAKE 
A PIT STOP 


29 
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Funday picks out the 
best of this week's 
sporting action 


Today 


Following this afternoon's semi-final between 
Middlesbrough and Arsenal, the FA Cup drama 
moves to Villa Park for this all-London clash 
The goal-scoring partnership of Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink and Eidur Gudjohnsen should 
make Chelsea the firm favourites 

Watch the action live on BBC1 from 6 30pm 


Wednesday 


Republic of Ireland 
boss Mick McCarthy 
will be looking for 
Clinton Morrison 
[right] to shine again 
in this friendly, just as 
the striker did in last 
month's 3-0 win 
against Denmark 
Clinton capped his 
impressive full debut 
with a goal and 
virtually secured his place in Ireland's World Cup 
squad. See it live on Sky Sports 1 from 7pm 


WARP PAT 


There are only 46 days to go until the 
=] 2002 World Cup kicks off in Japan and 
a South Korea. To make sure you are 
mepet ready for the action, Mitre is giving 
20 readers a pair of the new 
Mitre Warp football boots. 


The match-level boots are constructed 
cac ina lightweight, waterproof fine grain 
synthetic leather and have the Mitre Speed stud system 
- the only stud system proven to improve drive 
and acceleration by up to 40% 


/ To enter, tell us which country Sven 
Goran Eriksson comes from. 


Mark your entry GOAL and send it, with your 
name, age and 
address, to the 
competition 
address on page 11. 


OVER HERE, SIMON, ANP STOP | 
MESSING ABouT / 
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